320                         THE BEARERS.

in India with as perfect security from insult as
if they were guarded by a company of sepoys,
or a troop of cavalry.

I am disposed to think that the invention
of covered conveyances by Tamerlane first gave
rise to the bearers. It seems so probable that
the conqueror of the Hindoos should have been
the first to degrade human nature, by compel-
ling them to bear the burden of their fellow-
creatures. I can never forget the first impres-
sion on my mind, when witnessing this mode
of conveyance on my landing at Calcutta; and
although I am willing to agree that the measure
is one of vast utility in this climate, and to
acknowledge with gratitude the benefit I
have derived by this personal convenience, yet
I never seat myself in the palankeen or thon-
jaun without a feeling bordering on self-re-
proach, as being one amongst the number to
perpetuate the degradation of my fellow-mor-
tals. They, however, feel nothing of this senti-
ment themselves, for they are trained from boy-
hood to the toil, as the young ox to the yoke.
It is their business; the means of comfort is